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Over $31 Million -
1977-78 Operating Budget Approved 
ALUMNI CONVENTION SPEAKER — PV Graduate, Major 
General Julius W. Becton, Jr. is shown being interviewed by 
Houston TV Channel 2 reporter following address given in July 
before Alumni group at Hyatt Regency Hotel. 
Campus Improvements Continue 
Building and construction continue throughout the summer 
months and into the Fall at Prairie View A&M University. Following 
Texas A&M University System approval for campus improvements 
contracts totaling over $3 million. 
Several projects are expected to be completed for the opening of 
the fall term on August 29. 
Spaw-Glass Inc. of Houston received two of the contracts, 
awards of $821,500 and $545,700 to convert Evans and Anderson 
Halls from dormitories to office and classroom buildings. 
Another Houston firm, George D. Sullivan, received $561,124 
contract for street repairs and extensions as part of the continuing 
campus improvement program. 
A record operating budget of $31,197,742 was approved for 
Prairie View A&M University on August 26 by the Texas A&M 
University System Board of Regents. 
The funds for fiscal year 1977-78, which begins September 1, 
represents an increase of $7,190,743 over the operating budget for 
the current year, noted Dr. A. I. Thomas, Prairie View president. 
He pointed out the budget includes a special $5.4 million 
allocation for repairs and rehabilitation of campus facilities. 
Prairie View A&M's budget was the second-largest of the 10 
approved by the regents for the various parts of the statewide 
teaching, research and public service system. Only the budget for 
29,000-studefvt Texas A&M university is larger—$168,089,129. 
Degrees Awarded to 500 
At August Commencement 
A total of 421 graduates including 300 Master degree 
candidates, received degrees and certificates during August Com­
mencement exercises at Prairie View A&M University. 
Houston general school superintendent Billy R. Reagan deliver­
ed the Commencement Address-emphasizing the fact that everything 
we do in this world involves the great process of education. "Man's 
mind is the greatest frontier left in this universe." Reagan said, as he 
challenged the seniors and graduate student to play an important 
role in the education revolution just ahead. 
Dr. Alvin I. Thomas, president, conferred the degrees and 
presented awards to honor students and retiring staff members. 
Retiring staff members who were a part of the President's 
official party, included Dr. Charles P. Carney, Head, Special 
Education; Vance D. Edmondson, Head, Agricultural Economics 
and Rural Sociology; and William R. Walters, professor of 
Education. 
WMMER COMMENCEMENT — Speaker Billy Reagan (left), retiring professor, ROTC commissioning, and Texas Teacher Association A ward 
p? 
Alumni Mews 
NEW YORK PV CLUB 
The Prairie View A&M University 
Alumni Association of Metropolitan New 
York—Officers for 1977-78 year are as 
follows: H| 
Mr. Robert Simpson, President 
Mr. Biliye Miller, Vice President 
Mrs;' Elizabeth Smith, Treasurer 
Ms. Barbara Williams, Secretary 
Mr. Alton Simpson, Corresponding 
Secretary 
* 
Dates of Meeting for 1977-78 are — 
September 17, 1977 March 18,1978 
December 17, 1977 June 17, 1978 
Special Events Scheduled include — 
November 20, 1977—Cocktail Sip, Holi­
day Inn, Jersey City, New Jersey. 
May 20, 1978—Annual Presidents Din­
ner-Dance 
KILEEN 
Dr. A. I. Thomas discussed the 
University's upcoming Centennial during 
an alumni scholarship awards ceremony 
held recently by the PV alumni chapter. 
Over 70 community leaders and members 
attended. 
* * * * 
Otis Anderson, ('59) has been appointed 
assistant director of home office properties, 
administrative services department, at 
Connecticut General Life Insurance Com­
pany, Hartford, Connecticut. 
* * * * 
Tommie L. Allen, (1961), former Pan­
ther Yearbook Editor and promoter, visited 
the campus recently, he is now director of 
The Educational Opportunity Program at 
California State University in Los Angeles. 
Allen Anderson Pope 
Dawson Edwards 
1 * 4  
Nelson 
Ms. Alma Dawson, Head Serials 
Librarian, W. R. Banks Library, Prairie 
View A&M University, was selected 
recently by The Association of College and 
Research Libraries of the American 
Library Association, as one of six persons 
to participate in the 1977-78 Mellon-ACRL 
Internship Project. Her internship is to take 
place at the University of Wisconsin 
Library, Milwaukee, January-June, 1978. 
* * * * 
Dr. Charles T. Edwards, College of 
Industrial Education and Technology, has 
completed all requirements for the 
Doctorate degree at the University of 
Houston. Dr. Edwards specialized in the 
area of computer Aided drafting programs. 
* * * * 
Dr. Ivory V. Nelson, Vice President for 
Research and Special Programs, has been 
named to the Executive Committee of the 
Council on Research Policy and Graduate 
Education of the National Association of 
State Universities and Land-Grant 
Colleges. 
* * * * 
Dr. Lucius R. Wyatt, Department of 
Music, has published an article entitled 
"Ulysses Kay's Fantasy Variations: An 
Analysis" in the Spring, 1977 issue of 
Black Prospective in Music. 
* * * * 
LAWRENCE POPE (1954) a successful 
Houston businessman is a candidate for a 
position on the Houston City Council. Mr. 
Pope served as a U.S. Deputy Marshall 
with the Justice Department before 
becoming president and chief officer of 
Pope's Enterprises, Inc., a brokerage 
and real estate firm. 
Faculty Motes 
Ms. Pauline Bonner has been named the 
Prairie View Cystic Fibrosis Chairman for 
the "Kiss Your Baby" Campaign to be held 
in September. This Campaign is being held 
to raise funds for research, and also to 
make people aware of the signs and 




I Quarterback Club Sets! 
Athletic Fund Drive 
The PV Quarterback Club, under the 
leadership of Dr. Marion Henry, has 
kicked off an AUTO-RAFFLE project to 
raise funds for Athletics. 
The club will raffle off a 1978 Monte 
Carlo auto during halftime of the 
Homecoming game on October 29. Each 
alumnus is being forwarded a ticket and is 
urged to return the ticket stub with their 
$1.00 donation. 
BE ON THE LOOK-OUT FOR YOUR 
TICKET AND RETURN IT EARLY. 
PV-East Texas Opener in 
Cotton Bowl September 10 
GAME TO BE ON NATIONAL TV 
Prairie View A&M Panthers will open 
the 1977 grid season in a Cotton Bowl game 
with-East Texas State on September 10. The 
game is the second of a 14-week NAIA 
televised football schedule. 
The Panthers hope to continue on the 
victory trail they had going at the close of 
the 1976 season. Coach Hoover Wright's 
charges won their last three toughest 
games—ending with a 6-5 season record 
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